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T HIS booklet describes in a preliminary way the proceeding development of a Florida com¬ 
munity with these unusual features: 

LOCATION—In center of famous Lake Region of Polk County, Florida, the citrus fruit 
center of the world. Served by two railroads, it is convenient of access to and from leading cities 
of the state. 

NATURAL ADVANTAGES—The highest elevation not only in Florida but within sixty 
miles of the Atlantic Ocean between Key West and northern New Jersey; uniformly fertile soil, 
splendid hunting and fishing, golf and other outdoor recreations; noted for healthfulness and 
absolute freedom from malaria. 

IMPROVEMENTS—Property laid out by a world-famous landscape architect. A quarter 
of a million dollars to be spent for community benefits—in roads, golf courses, a club house and 
public utilities. 

SOCIAL SECURITY—Home sites sold only to persons of unquestioned social standing. 
Every person making application to purchase will be carefully investigated and sales made only 
to such as are found to move in the best circles in their home cities. 

INVESTMENT VALUE— Home sites sure to increase in worth as development proceeds. 
Citrus groves offered in connection therewith may be depended upon to maintain themselves 
after coming into bearing, sustain the winter residences of their owners and pay in addition thereto 
a handsome profit. 

EXPERT GROVE CARE— The citrus groves developed in this operation will be 
cared for and brought into bearing, in ten-acre units, by the leading citrus experts of the world. 
Turned over to purchasers at maturity, five years old, their care will be continued under ail 
equitable arrangement if desired, as will also winter homes during absence of owners. 

Mountain Lake Corporation 

Sales 'Office* Citizens Bank Building* Tampa* Florida 

(Address oil correspondence to the above office) 

Executive Office: Lake Wales, Florida Branch Office: Winter Haven, Florida 
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T HE Mountain Lake Corporation will develop a group of winter 
home sites and citrus fruit groves in Polk County, Florida. 

The land selected is the very best for orange and grapefruit, 
very attractive in contour and beautiful from the scenic standpoint. 

This booklet is simply an advance announcement. A more 
elaborate one, giving details in full, will be published shortly. 

The main features are the ways in which natural advantages 
will be utilized by landscape architects and citrus fruit experts 
to the end that Mountain Lake shall have the finest ora 
and grapefruit groves on the globe in a community 
of noteworthy distinction for its winter homes. 

The tract embraces 2,500 acres, chosen for 
its beauty, exceptional elevation, fertile soil, and 
proximity to warm water lakes. This tract has 
long been regarded as the best for its size in 
Florida. The property has been held in the 
family of the president of the corporation for 
many years awaiting development along the 
lines that are right now being carried out. 

Mountain Lake itself, with a shore line 
live miles long, is in the center of the tract, and 
is two hundred feet above sea level. \\ it iiiu three- 
eighths of a mile from its eastern shore the rise 
is one hundred and eighty-six feet to the summit 
of Iron Mountain, which, according to the l . S. 

Geological Survey, is the highest point in Florida. 
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Heart of the Citrus Country of Florida 

C ITRUS fruit culture in Florida has reached its highest development in Polk County. The 
success with which oranges and grapefruit are grown here is due primarily to favorable 
soil and climatic conditions and, secondarily, to the high order of intelligence with which 
the groves are managed. Of all the many good sections of Polk County for citrus fruit culture, 
admittedly the best is the ridge country embracing Winter Haven, Florence Villa and Lucerne 
Park, and attaining its greatest elevation on the Mountain Lake property. 

Mountain Lake is but sixty miles from the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, due east 
from Tampa, and in the heart of the Lake Region, where it is remarkably comfortable in summer 
and notably free from disagreeable weather in winter. The exceptional elevation affords immunity 
from cold and the great amount of warm water in the near-by lakes gives added assurance of 
congenial temperature. In the matter of soil, this section has also been peculiarly blessed. 

In lhe very important matter of transportation, the Mountain Lake property again has 
distinctive, advantages. It is served both by the Atlantic Coast Line and the Seaboard Air Line 
railroads. The Atlantic Coast Line, marking the western boundary of the property for a mile 
and a quarter, is on the Haines City and Sebring division and may ultimately be extended to an 
important South Florida terminal. * The division of the Seaboard Air Line, loss than half a mile 
south of the Mountain Lake property, and passing through Lake Wales, runs from Tampa east 
and is now building across the state toward the Last ( oast. 

The Mountain Lake Corporation will set. orange and grapefruit trees in ten-acre groves on 
not less than 2,000 acres of its property. The remaining 500 acres, or such smaller acreage as may 
prove advisable, will be improved for winter homes and as the sites of a country club, a 120-acre 
golf course, etc. The development will be of the highest possible character—no more positive 
assurance of this fact could be given than in the engagement of Frederick Law Olmsted, of Brook¬ 
line, Mass., a landscape architect of the highest standing, to plan the property, and of M. E. 
Gillett & Son, of Tampa Florida., to plant and care for the groves. 
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Attractions of the Mountain Lake Section 

I T is no reflection on the many beauties and peculiar advantages of the east and west coasts of 
Florida to say that the crest of the lake region of the south central portion of the state is the 
ideal location for a winter home. 

The fact that this section has not been more extensively exploited as a place of residence 
during the months when the North is. so unpleasant by reason of the cold and disagreeable 
weather, is due entirely to the lack of adequate transportation facilities which existed until 
recent railway construction made it accessible. 

Now that two of the leading railroads of the South have been extended to serve this 
territory, alike notable for its adaptability to citrus fruits and for the beauty of its lakes and 
elevations, South Central Florida is rapidly coming into its own as a place of winter residence. 

Here is the sportsman’s paradise. Quail are plentiful and wild turkey can be found within a 
few miles of Mountain Lake. Bear, deer and other large game can be freely located within fifteen 
to twenty miles. Fishing is particularly good in most of the lakes which cover this part ol Florida. 
Some of the most noted fishermen of the United States have been coming to Polk County annu¬ 
ally for a long period of years. Former president Grover Cleveland was a frequent visitoi during 
Ids lifetime and on some of his trips was accompanied by Joseph Jefferson, the noted actor. 

Lake Pierce, within one and one-half miles of the property of the Mountain Lake ( 01 posi¬ 
tion, is a very large body of water and recognized as one of the finest fishing lakes in South 
Central Florida. Plans are now being considered for connecting it with the Kissimmee 
which flows into Lake Okeechobee. The latter already may be reached both from the Atlantic 
Ocean and Gulf of Mexico bv boat. Tn the near future it is probable that boats will go from 
Lake Pierce through the Kissimmee River and Lake Okeechobee either to the Atlantic seaboard 
or the Gulf of Mexico. This will provide an inland water course through one of the most charming 
and picturesque portions of Florida—a delightful route for pleasure craft. 
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The Social Advantages of Mountain Lake 

I N the very heart of the lake region, a fact which is emphasized by the size and beauty of 
Mountain Lake and the elevation of Iron Mountain, is located the property which is now 
under development by the Mountain Lake Corporation. t( „ 

The 2,500 odd acres owned by this company include the very best land on the ridge, 
which properly has been termed the backbone of Ilorida. I be combination of mountain and 
lakes is one of rare beauty, affording the possibility of landscape effects of endless variety. 

Lake Wales, the nearby railroad town, just, half a mile to the south, is the only junction 
point on the ridge. It is easy of access to Jacksonville and Tampa, the two largest cities of the 
state, and the journey to either point requires but a few hours. There is little question that 
by the time this development is well under way Lake Wales will also be on the line of direct 
communication between the east and west coasts of I* lorida. . . 

It will then be convenient for members of the Mountain Lake colony to make visits to t In- 
thriving towns and delightful winter resorts of the East Coast, as it is now to reach Tampa am 
neighboring places on the Gulf Coast. The many social events that mark the winter season in 
the coast cities of Florida may be attended by residents of Mountain Lake without any more 
trouble than now attaches to a trip from Tuxedo to New York City. 

Social security will be one of the cardinal features of life at Mountain Lake. In the sales 
of home sites great care will be taken with reference to the social standing ot the pin t lasers. 
Only such persons can buy property at Mountain Lake as are found to move in it >es < 1,1 es 

of their home towns. , , , T i r> 

The quarter of a million dollar, to be expended by the Mountain Lake Conation „ 
community improvements will be along the lines that insure m equ.i < .u i t j 

ment of every form of outdoor life. In addition to the golf courses, adequate provision will be 

niade for tennis and other like sports. 
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The Men in Charge of this Development 

F REDERICK LAW OLMSTED is a landscape architect who has many notable achieve¬ 
ments to his credit. He comes of a family of landscape experts, his lather having done the 
most notable work in this field accomplished during his lifetime. Among the elder 
Olmsted’s best known work was Central Park, in New A ork City, and Biltmore Estate, near 
Asheville, North Carolina. The latter was his last great undertaking and m it his son was inti¬ 
mately associated with him. In fact, the son carried to a successful conclusion the plans 
originally conceived by his father. The more recent work of Frederick Law Olmsted has been 
of equally notable character, including such well-known landscape successes as Forest Hills 
Gardens, Long Island, Roland Park, in Baltimore, etc. , . . , .. . , 

M. E. Gillett & Son are well and favorably known wherever the citrus industry has attained 
importance. Thirty-four years ago M. E. Gillett established Buckeye Nurseries as a source o 
supply for orange and grapefruit trees of the best varieties and lug, us <l ua 1 . Si * 

standards which he adopted for the conduct of his business had ie u-u o _ v 

grown in his nurseries so vigorous and healthy that acute grove tnuuis ‘ ‘ , V 

were worth a premium. For many years they have been planted m the best gmm no jdy 
throughout Florida but in all the Gulf Coast country, Cuba, fs e <> UK V ' V . i i, n .... 
e ye Nurseries have grown to large proportions, but the production inn , < <| ‘ he has 

Not onlv lias Mr. Gillett been extraordinarily successful m the 
devoted much of his time with equal success to the production of citnw fruit 
When the Florida Citrus Exchange was organized, he was unammously chosen 
°r the first year, and his work during that period has reflected itself m 

las attended the Exchange in its subsequent history. n ” 1,1 ll '^’’ j universally esteemed 
,een no kss successful than in the citrus industry, and toe av . i. 1 ir9 ago }j e SC rvcd a 

j nd res P e cted as one of the most substantial citizens o ^ <>'h ^ p b u ilding of his home city 
lerm as mayor of Tampa and in this position did great work 
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The Only Thousand-Acre Grove in Florida 


met by the Mountain Lake property. Accordingly, they have undertaken the planting and 
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Park. In the sale of the groves the Gilletts 'will be disposing of properties in which they 
the deepest pride and in the ultimate success of which their splendid reputations will be involved. 


A FEW years ago Mr. Gillett and his son, 1). C. Gillett, conceived the idea of a grove 
development on such a scale as was altogether unheard of. For this they selected a 
site near Florence Villa, in Polk County. One hundred ten-acre groves were planted 
and brought into bearing under their direction and management. This development was given 
the name of Lucerne Park and attracted the investing favor of some of the shrewdest men of 
means in the entire country. 

The Lucerne Park idea and ideals set a new standard in the citrus fruit development of 
Florida and today all other grove enterprises refer to it as the best type of grove building in the 
state. In this enterprise D. C. Gillett was actively associated with his father, as lie has been 
for some years in all their varied lines of endeavor. The younger Gillett is a man of broad vision, 
fine judgment and great energy. His fine character has endeared him to a host of business 
associates and personal friends. No man in Florida stands higher in public esteem. 

The success with which their efforts at Lucerne Park have been crowned, in the way of groves 
which are a credit to the state and a source of satisfaction to their owners, made Messrs. Gillett 
& Son feel that an even more elaborate development might, he undertaken under proper auspices. 
They found that every requirement for much larger and even more advanced grove planting was 


care 


of the two thousand acres of grove planned for this enterprise, and have assumed the selling agenc\ 
for the properties. In the Mountain Lake development, as in that at Lucerne Park, t he Gilletts 
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Landscape Architect’s View of Mountain Lake 

r is felt by the directors of the Mountain Lake Corporation that the attractiveness of the 
community to the class of people it is desired to interest in the property will be much greater 
if the natural beauties arc considered in arranging the plantings. Hence the engagement, of 
Frederick Law Olmsted to devise a plan which will he conformed to in laying out the tract. 

Mr. Olmsted is now engaged in the work of making this plan, so it is not practicable to 
describe it in any great detail at this time. There will be winding roads and all other elements 
of attractive landscaping, however. Such portions of the tract as are especially beautiful far 
winter home sites will I>c reserved from the citrus plantings and certain portions of the land pecu- 
liarlv adapted to the purposes will beset aside for the club house, golf courses and other things of 
the kind. The wonderful possibilities of the property from the landscape point of view perhaps 
can be best explained in quotations from a recent newspaper interview with Mr. Olmsted. Among 
other things he said: 

“I am on my way home from a visit of inspection to the Mountain Lake tract near Lake Wales. I went there 
to study its notable natural scenery in the wild state and to look into the possibility of combining m the development 
of the tract an exceptional quality of landscape beauty with the economic returns from intensive citrus culture. 

“I am told that t he high elevation of the land above the central Florida plateau from which it rises, considerably 
increases its value for citrus growing. That lies outside of my line of expert knowledge But I know that this eleva¬ 
tion gives great and peculiar distinction to the landscape both in its pre^nt natural state and m its.possibilities. 

I believ e 1 am right in my impression that it is the highest point of land wit a sixty miles of the coast beiwet 
rn New Jersey? where a lull that is not so enormously higher bears the curiously mapproprm 


growmg* _ b _ _____ ... _. iim _.. ___.. 

vceh 

Kev West and Northern New Jersey, where a lull that is not so enormously mgner nears me cur,ous.y inappropriate 
name of ‘Orange Mountain’. A sort of red pie-crust at the top gives Iron Mountain a fair claim to the first part o 
its name, and it has a great deal better claim to the title Mountain than its opposite neighbor at the other end tff 

the long coastal plain has to the name ‘Orange * . . . . , . n _ , 1V 

“Seriously speaking, the height of Iron Mountain is just sufficient ini a flat country diyersffied by low, rolling, 
tree-clad ridges and interspersed with countless lakes, to give that quality of varied distimt outlook essentodjy 
characteristic of views from a mountain, the succession of crest lines silhouetted one beyond another each bluer arid 
paler till all detail is lost in the horizon. Seen from below it is a fine enough ridge of pine forest for any one who 


n j 1111 11111 1 r 1 1 1 r r 1 11 n t i r r f m 


in 111 ii 11111 diii u 


j i i un i11 uini ii i inm i im irmiitmTniTnTmTTTiiniiiiiiviiiiiinniiiiriiTrrTTrmiTrfiniumiii Lii nnttniiiunnniiumnit mmmiiti m 


.a.. ..uni.ii.....min i m.. 

, f 1 ■ hi, i fnrrtmae who look outward from its summit the view has unexpectedly the true quality 

dreams of We mlsure it is bound to retain whatever happens. Indeed the sub- 

stiteSonof low orange groves for tall pine woods, now rapidly in progress m the surrounding territory, will make the 

_ Iltr „i mass oerceDtiblv more commanding in its views than at present. , , , , 

central mass perwpn^ ^ however, the land of the Lake Wales ridge is so uniformly and complete y 

. fi f l r : !, ’ n n v for citrus fruit that in the ordinary course of development it is likely to become continuously 
of first-class qua > _ , . . + wentv -fi ve feet apart north and south and east and west, row after row, 

occupied by orange “ d without a single appreciable break for miles. An occasional row spaced 

up lnU twenty-five feet to leave room for a road on the checker-board land office pattern, and an occa- 

a trifle wnl i. , i v continuity; for the present tendency seems to be for grove owners to 

sona house or sll f’" ‘‘ t Wn iuldei r labors to go back and forth to their work like inverted commuters, 
^o^toT^enfJS of E^ean ’peasants father than of self-reliant American farmers, 
according Mine no one in mv admiration for the beauty of the orange tree and the orange grove. As 

Now I vv g 1 ‘ , v been largely devoted to a study of the beauty of trees as elements of landscape 

an artist whose tunc and tli U£, < x /y * . d 11 ii.-f there would be a certain monotony about such 

compoMtion, I hold theMy among th. be a wonderful thing 

a lanthcape as I have fist desijNUsl . “N.’i' Sjf™™ r Jiw. sweeping uniformly over billowing ridge and 

u “ t " iU “ 8e ; ly 

desire to live with. ., „„„,i;t; n , K the vicinity of Iron Mountain, by ingenious and painstaking 

‘•I am satisfied that under *e cs to tL naSfiv picaresque and irregular forms of the ground, 
adjustment of ^ fw orange groves a moderate percentage of carefully selected land occupied 

? nd ^ Anther tall reesand W guiding and controlling within reasonable limits the character of improvements 
by pmes and other tali tret., & fe t ion it will be possible to create a district exceptional for 

fhteX rSrfo“iTpitive„ e , S :»..d. ». Lb, W^ptionully attrartiw to the sobers for .-into home, m 

Florida who w'ant the very best. . A ore good elimalic and health conditions, 

-Other places have go^ e rus land h o■„ far t / e growih 0 f dutiful tropical eegetaUon. Bat 
though none hare better. Othe r places nate t p / yi ^ ain ani mnrhere e \ se j x „ ^Hematic effort being made 

dZlwZZ'jZli!'LJl,>4 « l«)>irnrltotief*H r *,S.Min oomnlion m,h il, rr„„o„iv 
1 _ .^Tjnjn tmiiiirrmniimrnT unn r i rinimmu^m numnircr ll::: mmnnnnni t lll: Emnnnrnniiininnnrrniinnmmnnnrna 
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Beauties of Mountain Lake and Environs 

T HE photographs reproduced in this booklet but faintly portray the natural beauties of 
Mountain Lake and surrounding country. A visit must lie made to the property before 
these can be appreciated. The approach for miles in any direction is on gradually rising 
land. From a long distance away the summit of Iron Mountain is a marked feature of the land¬ 
scape. The climb of approximately two hundred feet from the level of Mountain Lake required 
to reach the top of Iron Mountain proves deceptively fatiguing to pedestrians, and puts the power 
of automobiles to a test unknown in Florida. 

From the summit of the Mountain the view is most, magnificent. On a clear day—and most 
every day in this section of Florida is clear for a greater portion of the time — one can see with 
the naked eye for many miles. Landmarks on the highlands in the vicinity of Winter Haven and 
even so far away as Lakeland can be easily recognized. With a strong field-glass the scope of 
one's vision is extended for fifty odd miles, or almost to the Gulf in one direction and well towards 
the Atlantic in the other. Small lakes dot the property and in the immediate vicinity are quite 
a large number of considerable size. 

The gently rolling nature of the country reminds one of the blue grass regions of Kentucky, 
Tennessee and Virginia, or the fertile valleys of eastern Pennsylvania, and it requires no great 
stretch of the imagination to trace in Iron Mountain and the surrounding hills a strong 
resemblance to the lower lying plateaus of (lie Blue Ridge mountains far to the north. The visitor 
from other sections of Florida, whose eye has become accustomed to miles upon miles of 
comparatively level plains, can scarcely believe that the elevations of Iron Mountain and its 
sister hills are not some portion of a far more rugged country set down in the midst of Florida 
over night by the means of some magic necromancy. 

It is little wonder that Mr. Olmsted grows enthusiastic over the landscaping possibilities of 
Mountain Lake and Iron Mountain. Surely there could be no stronger testimony to the 
inherent beauties of this section than the words of praise bestowed upon it by this famous laud- 
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scape architect. Made familiar with beauty spots of the entire world by extensive travel, and 
Jhaving had to do with the landscaping of some of the most notable of these, Mr. Olmsted is certainly 
jin a position to know and appreciate the beauty of ibis extraordinary pari of Florida, M ® 
•equally certain that he would not undertake its development were he not assured that in IIk*^ lll J 
outcome it will measure up to his accomplishments along similar lines in ot her parts of the world. | 
i a visit to Mountain Lake will be interesting to cverv lover of the beautiful, even in the 

present, early stage of the development. As indicated bv the photographs in this ..Web > lll ‘ 

1 surp ^ ssln S i nil Hiral attractiveness. Present facilities for reaching il and 
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able entertainment while there are good 
daily tram service to Lake Wales, 

| am pa. Direct railroad comniunic 
| the Seaboard Air Line prol 


d for comfort- 


* are good. The Atlantic Coast Line Railroad operates a double 
tales, with connections at Haines City both for Jacksonville and 
nunication with Lampa, on convenient schedules, will heafhmje 
bably by the time this booklet is printed. The Lake Wales hotel 


'issurnrisindv ZuZ i 1 ! 7 y . ” y t,lc l,n,e this booklet is printed. The Lake mites wny 
Only about ten n q' K furnished when one considers Hint the town is only tlireeyears'»« • 

first of April ThU i 18 the Morence Villa hotel, open from the first of January to the 

CrtlrwideTen„;^r%° f thC 7 ** bwl wint “ r resort hosUies in the entire state am has a 
'of the Atlantic f’m i* 7 ■ n ° r management and cuisine El... Villn is on another brant i 

M mint air TaU L T’ ^ Lake Alfred 


Florence Villa is on another J>r 

iMountain Lake isTnt 7T’ 77^ ru , ns from Lake Alfred to Hartow. From Florence \il[» t0 
of producing citrus groves dri X* th " ,ll b* a rapidly developing section of the country. Acres 
beautiful. The road from FI ^ llinul interspersed with pine forests that are fascinating 

conveyed in the new and oomb'i'iS l 1,1 *° ^Liuntain Lake has been improved and visit ms il, _ 
who intend to stop at the Flo^en^Vdl ^ the Mountain Lake Corporation. 

I communicate with the Mountain T « L a r ! l<jte an 5* Vlsjt Mountain Lake from there are adwsv 
§ reservations may be made for them * Off: ° r P ( >ration a few days in advance in order that suitsi > 

or the selling agents at Tampa will be “J s ? f the corporation at Lake Wales or M inter I bn • 
Lake and accompany them on an in * l a £ an . v Line to meet parties wishing to visit Moun • 
__ n m inspection of the property. 
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scape architect. Made iamiliar with beauty spots of the entire world by extensive travel, and 
having had to do wit h the landscaping of some of the most notable of these, Mr. Olmsted is certainly 
in a position to know and appreciate the beauty of this extraordinary part of Florida. It is 
equally ceitain that he would not undertake its development were he not assured that in the final 
outcome it w ill measure up to his accomplishments along similar lines in other parts of the world. 

A visit to Mountain Lake will be interesting to every lover of the beautiful, even in the 
present early stage of the development. As indicated by the photographs in this booklet, the 
country is of surpassing natural attractiveness. Present facilities for reaching it and for comfort- 
alde entertainment while there are good. The Atlantic Coast Line Railroad operates a double 
jf'i n i° L f ke ' Na,es J w . lth connections at Haines City both for Jacksonville and 

1 v /in' Sc-dw Vp i ' \! ' i' ,K cwnn, iunication with Tampa, on convenient schedules, will be afforded 
» .i >ard An Line probably by the time this booklet is printed. The Lake Wales hotel 

W S Tiv'£d ^ mn nd VVCU f ! ir »| sh ^V Vhen 0ne aiders that the town is only three years old. 
first !ff A„HI Th s Z ZrtV* ! llt> . 1 ? 0rence ViIla hotel, open from the first of January to the 
deservedly wide ren hi Hon r K ^ wm * er resort hostelries in the entire state and lias a 
of the Vikntic (’o isl I in T-°i J1K1 mi 8 er neni and cuisine. Florence Villa is on another branch 
Uto a Lake „ AI, r d ,*» From Florence Villa to 

..r producing citrus groves lie on either lend ?„t“?' d y <l <' ve !"P | i>g section of the country. Acres 
lm»ul iful. The road from Florence VHUMount’f ^ P ‘? e f " rM,s tl '“ t fo*™**”* 

conveyed in the new and mniWnKi« _Y V nt } ^ ake ] ias been improved and visitors are 

Those 
to 
table 
ven, 

inspection of the property?^ ““ " uuuu * TO vlslt Mouutain 
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... ...a..v KVIIUIIS W rlunua,even wnere citrus truit growing is conducted on a larg. 
inost successful way, the groves are interspersed with vast tracts of waste land. In the Moun- 
hl,n V ake tract t " er ® » n « l an acre that is not splendidly adapted to orange and grapefruit groff- 
jng. ie groves to he built will give two thousand acres of citrus fruit practically in a solid block. 

I. dii \ \ .ni.i mils wi h> those parts of the property devoted to home sites, golf links, parks 
ami roads, recreation purposes. etc. F.verv n.. . _ -n .. . 


,„,i J .;; ' " -**'• I'.upcj uevuicu to nome sites, goii 1111*3. . 

U ni. is! b !n 'T °i pU Ti 0SeS ’ etc - Every acre of the two thousand will be planted with the 
promise or successful results. 

fniil Vronnrtv^a'.mi'' OI1 l^* n i^ *IT , ” 08 ^' su ^cessful nien Florida has in the development of citrus 
properly approach with enthusiasm the task of making the Mountain Lake two hundred 

SXBffSjrtitS"# th!lt ,«• E - Gfllett & Son, looking a the p"p^ty fmn. a praeti- 

•“ " ,es , Mr - Ohnated from the Sthetic. It U likewise 
with landscaping to the end th-it tl ^ Joln 5|!. so heartily in combining a citrus fruit development 
setting through'the latter. In other\vor«{s° p . ur . 1>0 f s , of , th<! Firmer may have an unusual 
making there will be fully carried ,„,i n ■J i t ^lountam Lake for the first time in citrus grow 
yields to those who live in its midst—I he id^* .l 1 ”! f x ' aut ^ Fas a value aside from the pleasure ! 
eonditions and surroundings which in tlie n-f t r! '- !* ^^e foundation of the movement for better 
hirers and business men generallv All n \ eW - iVears Fas attracted the attention of manufac- 
nut(*d for its salubrious climate its roiren-k d°l m U p ? r ^ on South Central Florida that 
*' <lay S . and its^c.»• 


sunshiny, growing davs, and its aceessi hfliHM recor ? for healthfulness, its great number of 
Coast Line railways. accessibility by means of the Seaboard Air Line and the Atlantic 

5an " TOmu l,nn ... .. 
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**■* in Rnekrye Nurseries, Winter Haven, Owned b.v * Mr«w» "»* , “ l “‘ ' "'O"™' 1 * 
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Working for Results Regardless of Cost 


T IIE Mountain Lake Corporation has taken up this development with the full determi¬ 
nation that it shall be a lasting monument to every man connected with the enterprise* 
Nothing will be done in a stinted way and every dollar will be so spent as to insure fall 
value to the community. Messrs. Gillett & Son and Mr. Olmsted will be given a free hand in 
the plans respectively to be made by them and in tlieir execution. 

Definite arrangements have been made for the outlay of not less than $250,000 in public 
improvements. These will include the roads, the golf courses, athletic fields, and other features 
that will add to the value of the property of every purchaser as well as increase the pleasure and 
enjoyment of liis family during their period of residence at Mountain Lake. Some of the improve¬ 
ments will be of eminently practical character—these having to do with facilities for the market¬ 
ing of the product of the groves and related matters. 


The growing of citrus fruits in the immediate vicinity of Mountain Lake is not. a new thing. 
For many years before the country was opened by the building of railroads there was a consider¬ 
able development of the industry. The oranges and grapefruit produced in the surrounding 
counti,\ were noted for their good quality and were in demand by keen buyers. The trees in these 
old-time groves are vigorous and heavy producers. "With the coming of railroads and the adop¬ 
tion of more progressive methods of culture, picking and packing, this part of Florida has come 
into >Is own. Some very fine groves are located in the immediate vicinity of Mountain Lake. 

In the Mountain Lake development only groves in units of ten acres will be sold. The land 
wilj be cleared and the trees set out during the planting season immediately following the sale, 
<>2o trees to the grove oranges and grapefruit in the proportion specified bv the purchaser, ail on 

Ilf v n ft U Y! # 0< n system m r°Z months old and a bud of the choicest variety 

^ ,ullv T , he w™ "ill be cultivated, fertilized and otter- 

of uhntin or i, '° S V'-f a'” an ? thorou g h manner for a period of five years from the date 
01 planting, or continuously if the purchaser so desires. 
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Am1>ro»e Groves, of Uver One Handrail Ac'fM, Nmr Florence K *5* a I >1 on idai * 1 ” k*> ^ ^ 

E. E, T\vi*n t Nuperlntemlmt at Groves at Munnlain E*ne 
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Terms and Estimated Returns From Groves 

T HE price of each of tlie first fifty ten-acre groves will be $7,500, one-third cash and the 
balance in equal quarterly instalments of $312.50 beginning one year thereafter, without 
interest; and the purchaser will be entitled to all returns from the sale of fruit during such 
period i if five years. The purchaser will make all payments to the Citizens Bank & Trust Company 
of Tampa, which will see that all the obligations of the Mountain Lake Corporation are complied 
with in good faith. After fifty groves have been sold the price will be advanced to $8,000, and 
after seventy-five have been disposed of at that figure, to $8,500. 

The grove purchaser’s net outlay during the period of five years is estimated as follows: 


tVdr 

J n rr.f/m on t 

ftdurn 

Remarks 

1st 

§2,500.1 X) 

$0,000.00 


2nd | 

1,250.00 

n,ooo,oo ! 


3rd 

1,250.00 

0,000.00 


4th 

1 *250.00 

625.00 

025 1 reea, Yl box, $2.00 

5th 

U250i(JO 

l .KT5.00 

625 frees, 1 } % boxes, @ 2,00 


S7/mno 

$2,500.1)0 

Investment exceeds return $5,000 


On this net inveatment of 1.1,000.00 the purchaser’s annual net profit after the 
five years* ia estimated as follows: 


Tear 

| Outlay 

6th 

$1,000.00 

7Lh 

1,200:00 

8th 

1 1,400.00 


/idt) m 


Profit 


Remarks 


*3,125.001*2.125.00 625 Yrws, 2)4 boxes. # *2.00 

4,375.00 3,175.00 625 trees, 3H boxes, fe *2.00 

5.0QQ.Q0 1 3.600.00 | 625 trees, 4 boxes, (^/ $2.00 


*rf * le ^butttwn Lake Corporation will continue to car.' for the grore 

1 ,, 1.1 .idintVia i.irti,ii, * v ■ j ,j era ft -is. 4 after five years upon payment of a nominal udministration fee plus actual cost 

J nr] uding I tie eighth year the estimated profit after paving back the original afVt . . -. 

dJttg U»*e After the eighth year a citrus prop«rty tdimted to \.. J , 1 t l ^ eT ® a f e 5COres of properties in the immedtatr vicinity 

enjoy exclusively, should pay an average net of not less than $5,000,00 per a u Hutu, riet, ^ s oranges and grapefruit which, owing to location. Mountain Lake c* a 



ora the greatest of nurseries: 



is assured the third 11,,1, .» - 1 ' ,. t >d "' * ‘es. from ine greatest or nurseries, 

mirscrvmen of thirtv fonr venrJ'e of , the hl 8 hl y regarded firm of M. E. Gillett & Son, 

fully accomplished the deilopnieSTf^ren^ 0 ^^™ 008 past operations, have most success- 

I in rue aeiielopment of a great grove on the very plan herein contemplated. 
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Money Paid to a Reputable Bank as Trustee 

T IIE sales contract under which these properties will be disposed of is one which insures 
absolute protection to the purchaser. A deed of trust for the tract will be made to 
Citizens Bank & Trust Company, Tampa, one of the most reputable financial institutions 
in the entire Southeast. 

This bank enters into a three-party agreement with the purchaser, the third party to which 
is the Mountain Lake t orporation. The bank receives the payments from the purchaser ant 
turns these over to the corporation only when satisfied that the latter has done the work required 
b\ the contract. Sample contracts and full details of this plan of handling the financial trans¬ 
actions involved will be mailed on application. 

1 urchusers oi citrus groves at Mountain Lake need not be concerned with their care after 
Uw five-year period. While the properties will be turned over then and the owners may, 
they so desire, direct the future care themselves, those who do not wish to burden themselves 
with the details of the management of their groves can have this continued by the Mountain 
Like ( orporation for as long a period as may be mutually agreed upon, unde/a plan whereby 
Hie ( orporation will receive a fixed fee i .* - * 
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An Expert Overseer; His Past Experience 

T llE citrus graves now being made at Mountain Lake under the direction of Messrs, Collett 
& Son will have the personal, day by day supervision of E. E. Twiss, one of the most success¬ 
ful and best known growers of Florida. Several of the most productive groves in tie 
vicinity of Florence Villa and Winter Haven owe much of their present splendid condition to the 
fact that they were supervised in the making by Mr. Twiss. A grove of more than 100 acres 
which he built near Lucerne Park was recently purchased by Mr. H. T. Ambrose, president oi one 
of the greatest corporations of the country. 

Citrus fruit growing when properly handled admittedly is the most profitable of all agricul¬ 
tural or horticultural activities. The earnings of the best groves of Florida are not equalled of 
approached in per acre net income by crops of any other nature or any other section. The plan 
of development first worked out in detail at Lucerne Park is now to be applied to the groves of 
the Mountain Lake Corporation, having been found essential to maximum results from citrus 
groves. In every part of Florida the Lucerne Park groves are referred to as representing the 
highest type of citrus development and at Mountain Lake the groves will be even more valuable 
because of natural advantages. 

1 he marketing end will be safeguarded for the purchasers of groves at Mountain Lake. P 
is estimated that two packing houses larger than any now to be found in the state will be required 
to handle the product of this 2,000 acres of groves within a comparatively short time after the 
trees come into bearing. It is probable that one of these houses will be located on the Seaboard 
*n V", a, ; iI - he other . on tlie -^bintic Coast Line, or at a junction accessible to both railroads. 
All ot the fruit grown m the community will be shipped through the Florida Citrus Exchange, a 
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Personnel of the Mountain Lake Corporation 


T HE stockholders and directors of the Mountain Lake Corporation are gentlemen of meaffi 
and position both in the business and social world. A number of them have ahead; 
purchased groves and they will establish their winter homes at Mountain Lake. Anion] 
the more active shareholders may be mentioned: 

Frank S. Washburn, president American Cyanamid Company, Niagara Falls, Out, 

I resident Alabama Power Company, Birmingham, Ala. 

James Mitchell, president Alabama Traction, Light & Power Company, Ltd., New York 
and London. 

Herbert L. Goodman, vice-president and general manager Goodman Manufacturing 
( ompany, electrical mining machinery, Chicago, Ills. 

Elmer A Sperry, president Sperry Gyroscope Company, New York. 

Tran^Ikur^ny ,m,prfe ‘° rs <>f »“<*«*• *■""«*» Lumber* 

***** ■“* ° f Bartow - Bart o»> Fla - director Coronet IV~ 
Frederick S. Ruth, president Mountain Lake Corporation, Lake Wales, Fla. 



Mountain Lake Corporation 


Sales Office, Citi 


<Addf F ^| S ^ ANK ^ ui lding, Tampa, Florida 

tAtidrt * 3 aM ^rxesjMjndence to the above office) 

Kxecutire Office: Lake Wales, Florida n L „ 

Branch Office: W inter Haven, Florida 
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LEGEftD. 

(J)-SECTION CORNERS 
+ • COORDIMATE CORNERS 
\ - LARGE NUMBERS DESIGNATE BLOCKS 
1- SMALL NUMBERS DESIGNATE HOME SITES 
A-LETTERS DESIGNATE GROVES 
CONTOUR INTERVALS TEN FEET. 
ELEVATIONS REFERRED TO SEA LEVEL, 
ATLANTIC COAST LINE BASE. 
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